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This policy works in conjunction with Cedars’ and the school’s Equality Information and Objectives Statement and Policy. 
Intent
At Cedars, staff believe that actively promoting the participation of children in the decision-making process creates a sense of partnership and benefits everyone at the club: children, staff and parents and carers. 
Participation Policy
Staff involve the children whenever decisions are made that affect them; they follow the principles set out in Articles 12 and 13 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child which state that: A child’s opinion should be taken into account in anything that affects them. 
Children should have information disseminated in a way that enables them to make choices and decisions. Involving and consulting children helps them to develop new skills such as negotiation, sharing, and understanding the perspectives of others. It helps them to understand how decisions are made, and shows them that their opinions are important. These support British Values and the school’s values of respect, integrity, teamwork, responsibility and inclusivity. 
Staff actively consult the children and encourage them to participate in making decisions about the running of the club through: 
· asking questions and paying full attention to the child’s response, listening to what they are saying verbally (or through use of visual aids) and also observing their body language 
· group discussions 
· regular questionnaires and feedback on activities 
The age and maturity of each child, together with the type of the decision being made, determine the extent and nature of their involvement; however, the basic assumption is always that children will be involved. Staff make sure that they act on any consultation with the children so that they can see that their input has had visible outcomes. 
At Cedars, the children have the opportunity to participate and make decisions on a day-to-day basis, including, but not limited to: 
· choosing freely what type of play to engage in 
· choosing what snacks to eat,
· selecting new equipment for the club 
· drawing up club codes of conduct
· requesting toys or activities that are not already set out 
· using discussions to request new resources, activities or other changes
Play Policy
All children are entitled to play; it is intrinsic to their quality of life and an important part of how they learn and enjoy themselves. According to the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2023), ‘Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, relate to others, set their own goals, and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking part in play and learning that is guided by adults…Practitioners must stimulate children’s interests, responding to each child’s emerging needs and guiding their development through warm, positive interactions coupled with secure routines for play and learning.’ Staff are aware that EAL children may choose to play in their home language and this is positively supported in the setting. 

The benefits of play are shown through research: ‘Play allows children to use their creativity while developing their imagination, dexterity, and physical, cognitive, and emotional strength. Play is important to healthy brain development. It is through play that children at a very early age engage and interact in the world around them’ (The Importance of Play in Promoting Healthy Child Development, pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/119/1/182 (2017).
At Cedars, staff recognise the importance of play to a child’s development. As play leaders, staff support and facilitate play, and do not seek to control or direct it. Staff will never force children to participate in play, but allow children to initiate and direct the experience for themselves. Rich and varied opportunities are provided, guided by surveys and feedback from the children, parents and carers. 
Facilitating play 
Staff support and facilitate play by: 
· providing an environment which is safe and suitable for playing in. 
· setting up the sessions so that activities are ready before the children arrive. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]providing a range of equipment, resources and activities on a daily basis, and ensuring that varied play opportunities are offered; equipment should be diverse and celebrate the uniqueness of all in the setting. 
· encouraging children to request additional or alternative equipment as they choose, and if a request has to be refused, explaining why. 
· not expecting children to be occupied at all times. 
· making outdoor play available every day, unless the weather is not conducive to play.
· involving children in planning activities, to reflect their own interests and ideas. 
· planning activities that enable children to develop their natural curiosity and imagination.
· allowing children freedom of creative expression, particularly in artistic or creative play.
· positively allowing children to use their home language and develop this through play (EYFS Framework). 
· intervening in play only when necessary: to reduce risks of accident or injury, or to encourage appropriate social skills. 
· warning children in advance when an activity or game is due to end. 
Play areas and equipment 
All indoor and outdoor play areas are checked and risk assessed daily before the children arrive in accordance with the Risk Assessment policy. Cedars regularly reviews equipment to identify where any additional resources are required. Children are involved in selecting additional equipment and resources for use at the club. The resources used at Cedars promote positive images of different ethnic backgrounds, religions, and abilities, in line with our Equal Opportunities policy and the school’s Equality Information and Objectives Statement and Policy.
Gender Identity
Children are free to choose and are given positive choices between activities, without gender stereotyping. Staff actively accept a child’s choices and ensure that these are also respected by other children in the group.
Alternative learning opportunities
Cedars is not a home learning club. However, staff are keen to accommodate parent and carer’s requests to provide some small opportunities to practise basic skills, such as reading and spelling. Children are supported by their peers or staff if they wish to practise spellings, read or complete homework. Cedars has a selection of books, suitable for all age ranges. Spaces are available for children to carry out these tasks, with adult support when requested or required.
Holiday club provision
This policy extends to any Cedars holiday clubs. Although there are planned and adult-guided activities timetabled, there are regular opportunities throughout the day when children have free-choice opportunities for plan and participation. 
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