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Legal framework
This policy has been created with regard to the following statutory guidance:
· DfE (2013) ‘English programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2’ 
· DfE (2017) ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’ 

Roles and responsibilities

The headteacher is responsible for:
· Appointing an appropriate subject leader.
The subject leader is responsible for:
· Encouraging staff to provide effective learning opportunities for pupils. 
· Help to expand on colleagues’ areas of expertise in English. 
· Organising the deployment of resources and carrying out an annual audit of all related resources. 
·  Liaising with teachers across all phases.
· Communicating developments in the subject to all teaching staff and the senior leadership team (SLT), as appropriate. 
· Leading staff meetings and providing staff members with the appropriate training. 
· Organising, providing and monitoring CPD opportunities regarding English skills.
· Ensuring common standards are met for recording and assessing pupils’ performance. 
· Advising on the contribution of English in other curriculum areas, including cross-curricular and extra-curricular activities. 
· Collating assessment data and setting new priorities for the development of English in subsequent years. 
The classroom teacher(s) is/are responsible for: 
· Acting in accordance with this policy.
· Ensuring progression of pupils’ English skills, with due regard to the national curriculum.
· Planning lessons effectively, ensuring a range of teaching methods are used to cover the content of the national curriculum. 
· Liaising with the subject leader about key topics, resources and support for individual pupils.
· Monitoring the progress of pupils in their class and reporting this on an annual basis.
· Reporting any concerns regarding the teaching of the subject to the subject leader or a member of the SLT. 
· Undertaking any training that is necessary in order to effectively teach English. 
The special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) is responsible for: 
· Liaising with the subject leader in order to implement and develop specialist English-based learning throughout the school.
· Organising and providing training for staff regarding the English curriculum for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
· Advising staff on how best to support pupils’ needs. 
· Advising staff on the inclusion of English objectives in pupils’ individual educational plans.
· Advising staff on the use of teaching assistant (TAs) in order to meet pupils’ needs. 
The pupil is responsible for:
· Ensuring they complete work on time and to the best of their ability. 
· Ensuring they behave in accordance with the Pupil Code of Conduct. 


















The intent of the English curriculum
At Berkswich, we strive for excellence in English achievement throughout the whole school to enable our children to be life-long learners; English skills are essential for progress across the curriculum and in preparing children to be successful future citizens. Teachers are ambitious in their expectations of all children, including those with additional needs; it is essential that we provide ‘Greater Depth’ learning opportunities for every child across school, so that challenges are embraced with resilience. We aim for our children to take ownership of their writing with the purposeful and powerful choices that they make; share and promote their love of reading with a deep understanding of the authors’ intent, understand the importance of accuracy with their use of grammatical features and, above all, have faith in their own ability as a young author. Across all classes, children are provided with opportunities to deepen their knowledge, understanding and use of spoken and written English, within a rich and excitingly challenging curriculum that promotes curiosity and questions, applying and consolidating these skills in a range of contexts. 

Berkswich CE Primary School:
· Recognises the effect that a confident, fluent and coherent understanding of English will have on a pupil’s progress, both inside and outside of the school environment. 
· Provides all children with purposeful writing opportunities where they can combine, apply and embed their English skills 
· Promotes high levels of accuracy within writing, insisting on non-negotiables and independent, high quality proof-reading
· Develops a range of independent strategies for children to take responsibility for their own learning, leading children to read and write with fluency, understanding and confidence.
· Understands how a strong grounding in English will impact the future learning and development of a pupil in all aspects of their life 
· Provides a balanced and broad curriculum which encompasses writing practice, including handwriting, spelling, widening vocabulary, and writing for different styles, purposes, and audiences, as well as focussing on spoken English, reading, grammar and pronunciation. 
· Encourage and foster a love of reading 
· Develop their ever-growing vocabulary, through an interest in words and their meanings, ensuring that technical vocabulary is also built upon with understanding of grammatical terminology
· Ensure that children experience a range of text/media types and genres, across a range of contexts, to develop a deep understanding of how to write in a variety of styles and be able to apply characteristic features of texts to their own writing
· Provide endless opportunities for children to write for pleasure; to explore and develop their own ideas with purpose and intent
· Ensures that all staff members are aware of planning, assessment, teaching and learning requirements for the English curriculum. 
· Ensures that all pupils know how to plan, practise and evaluate their work. 
· Ensures that all pupils understand all elements of English, as per the national curriculum. 







The implementation of the English curriculum

[bookmark: _Background][bookmark: _Legal_fFramework][bookmark: _Roles_and_responsibilities][bookmark: _Early_years_foundation]Early years foundation stage (EYFS)
All pupils within the EYFS are taught to develop their English skills as an integral part of the topic work covered during the academic year. 
All English objectives are underpinned by the areas of learning and development that are required to shape educational programmes in early years settings. 
In accordance with the English area of the early learning goals outlined in the ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’ (2017), pupils will be taught to:
· Listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions.
· Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.
· Use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the future.
· Develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.
· Be confident with speaking in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities.
· Work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules.
· Read and understand simple sentences.
· Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.
· Read some common irregular words.
· Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read.
· Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds.
· Write some irregular common words.
· Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others.
· Spell some words correctly and others are phonetically plausible.
· Use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems.

[bookmark: _Our_Approaches]Our Approaches:
Approaches to Speaking and Listening
We recognise the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum; spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. Children are encouraged to develop effective communication skills in readiness for later life. Opportunities to develop these skills include: talk partners, drama workshops, storytelling, roleplay and debating within lessons across the curriculum, collective worships, School Council representatives, school productions and a yearly talent show. The National Curriculum states: ‘All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role.’ All of these speaking and listening skills are taught in English, across the curriculum and during extra-curricular activities too. Children who require extra support in speaking and listening are referred to a Speech and Language therapist to further assess their needs. We recognise the need for all pupils to speak, read and write standard English fluently and accurately, while acknowledging that a pupil’s own dialect or other language is of prime importance. All staff members are role models who promote Standard English and take care to sensitively correct children’s misconceptions with language. 
Approaches to Reading
Include approach to phonics/book bands/reading records. 
From Year One onwards, children will experience whole-class reading which ensures that:
· All children are encountering new words and enriching their vocabulary
· Children have access to a wide range of genres and challenging text types
· Children with special educational needs can enjoy and understand texts beyond their own reading ability.
· Imagination and observation skills are enhanced 
· A child’s general knowledge and understanding of the world expands
· Empathy is developed as they make connections with the experiences of the characters in the text and with each other
· Fluent, expressive reading is modelled
· A desire to read and a shared enjoyment 


Teachers model reading strategies during reading sessions, whilst children have the opportunity to develop their own reading strategies and to discuss texts in detail during guided reading time. Reading aloud is modelled to an extremely high standard and children are encouraged to reflect on their own progression with this. Where possible, each child will have their own copy of the text so that they may position it appropriately to follow along. Where appropriate, geographical and historical context is taught so that children are equipped with the background knowledge needed to make full sense of a text. Unless exploring and decoding unknown words in contexts is the aim, teachers plan in advance the vocabulary that they need to teach explicitly before children are exposed to the words within the text; this ensures an essential understanding of the text needed. Discrete vocabulary lessons teach a wide range of strategies and assess the level of a child’s understanding of a word. During shared reading, the teacher will stop regularly to clarify the meaning of additional complex vocabulary and ensure that no child has been left behind in their understanding of the text with regular opportunities for the children to summarise what has happened. Texts are analysed in great depth with a strong understanding of the authors’ choices and the impact that this has on the reader.  All children across the school are taught to answer what effect the author has created, how they have created it and why they have created it. 
Separate to Guided Reading lessons, all classes engage in a whole class read for pleasure; an essential part of the Primary school classroom. It is one very important way that we can model our enthusiasm for reading and for books and create magic and excitement around the special joy of reading a good book. Enthusiasm for reading as a class teacher is critical; it has a vital effect on reading achievement and the life-long love of reading. Teachers ensure that a wide range of texts, including poetry, which is regularly celebrated throughout school, is used in these sessions. 
Key Stage Two use Accelerated and Star Reader to promote a love of reading and aid in teacher assessment. Children complete Star Reader texts at the beginning and end of each half term to determine their ZPD range. This test can also inform the teacher the areas in which the child has progressed in and finds more challenging, helping to target intervention more precisely and adapt planning. Once children have read a book, they are able to take a short quiz which evaluates their understanding of the text; the feedback for this is immediate. This book is added to their virtual bookshelf and they choose another book, guided to the correct level range by their teacher from their ZPD range. As a child completes the quizzes, teachers are able to build a fuller picture of an individual's reading. Parents can view how well the children are doing in the quizzes via Home Connect or by email.
Children share an enjoyment of reading through individual class challenges related to Accelerated Reader and can take part in whole Key Stage challenges such as becoming a ‘Word Millionaire’. Children receive regularly certificates for their independent reading achievements and take great pride in their ‘daily minutes’ report. Many exciting and rewarding activities are arranged in school to promote the pleasure and knowledge that can be gained from books, e.g. ‘World Book Day’- where children are immersed in storytelling, author quizzes, book discussions and the opportunity to dress up as a book character and share their favourite books. All classrooms have an inviting and interactive Reading Corner where children can discuss and debate recent reads. 
From Foundation Stage up to Year 6, children have the opportunity to read 1:1 with an adult regularly; with there being a particular focus on questioning to promote an in-depth understanding of the text. 
Parents are encouraged to read with their child daily. Information is given on how to support their child in reading on the school website, curriculum letters, parent information evenings and parents’ evenings. In Key Stage Two, children are encouraged to read independently for at least 20 minutes per day which is monitored by the class teacher through Accelerated Reader. 
Approaches to Writing
We aim to develop the children’s ability to produce high quality, well-structured writing in which the meaning is made clear and which engages the interest of the reader. All children across the school are taught to articulate their purposeful and powerful choices as a writer, explaining what effect they have created, how they have created it and why they have created it; an approach they first begin to explore through guided reading sessions. Attention is paid throughout the school to the formal structures of English, grammatical detail, punctuation and spelling. Our approach to teaching writing covers the ‘transcription’ and ‘composition’ requirements of The National Curriculum (2013). To support our teaching of writing, Key Stage One staff refer to Pie Corbett’s strategy of ‘Talk for Writing’. Teachers model writing skills and the use of phonics and spelling strategies in shared writing sessions. Guided writing sessions are used to target specific needs of both groups and individuals. Children have opportunities to write at length in extended independent writing sessions at the end of a unit; applying their taught skills to an unsupported piece of writing. 
Our detailed Handwriting and Presentation policy is available on the Parent Information tab on our website; it outlines the specific expectations for each year group. On this page parents will find some tips and ideas to support their children at home. In Nursery and Reception, the children learn to form letters correctly, each with a flick ready for joining later on. Diagraphs, such as 'ng' are joined straight away. It is worth noting that a child will often progress through various stages, before being ready for the tripod grip. From Year One, children start each lowercase letter from the line and joins to the next. They follow a continuous cursive handwriting scheme, since it has been closely linked to improved spelling. 
Approaches to Spelling and Grammar
The teaching of Grammar and Spelling is in line with the requirements of The National Curriculum (2014). Grammar and Spelling is timetabled to be taught discreetly for at least one 1 hour session a week in KS2. In KS1 specific sessions each week are dedicated to the teaching of grammar. Of course, grammar skills are also embedded within English lessons, where children learn how to use their grammatical skills purposefully and effectively. 
To be able to spell correctly is an essential life skill. When spelling becomes automatic, pupils are able to concentrate on the content of their writing and the making of meaning. Whilst we note that spelling is not the most important aspect of writing, confidence in spelling can have a profound effect on the writer’s creativity. We aim to use explicit, interactive teaching which draws children’s attention to the origins, structure and meaning of words through investigations and discussions. We aim to teach spelling in a way that ensures children take ownership of their own learning, believing that they are able to tackle and learn new spellings for life. In addition to the spellings covered through the spelling book system, the children have opportunities in school to learn how to apply spelling patterns through an investigative approach. This is threefold: 
· children investigate to discover a spelling rule or how to apply a rule
· at the appropriate level, children later have an opportunity to practise and rehearse applying the pattern
· once a spelling pattern has been learnt and reinforced, it is expected that this will become part of their everyday writing. Where mistakes are made, pupils have the opportunity in next step time, to check and self-correct

This approach is proven to lead to the learning of spelling being sustained over time and equips the children with the skills to continue to learn and apply spelling rules and patterns beyond their time at Berkswich.

[bookmark: _National_curriculum][bookmark: _Teaching_and_learning]Our school spelling books are used from Reception to Year Six to encourage further home practice. These books are designed to coincide with the government listed spellings and work hand in hand with the rules explored through the discrete teaching of spelling. Children complete a spelling assessment at the beginning of each academic year to ensure that spellings are embedded. Children are tested on their spellings every fortnight, running alongside any intervention sessions that may be required. In Reception and Key Stage One, children are first tested to ensure that they can read the word successfully before learning the spelling. In upper Key Stage Two, spelling books get progressively harder, challenging children on their understandings of the words that they are spelling and their ability to use them in different ways as well as their ability to articulate the words meaning. After learning a number of sets, children complete a ‘Big Check-up’ to, again, ensure that these words have been committed to their long-term memory. 

Teaching and learning
Grammatical errors are corrected on written work by classroom teachers, and discussed orally with pupils where necessary. 
Classroom teachers will use high-quality resources which effectively model English skills and demonstrate good practice. 
Pupils will be encouraged, by their classroom teachers, to discuss their English skills with their peers and with the whole class before beginning their written work. 
Pupils will be given sufficient time to discuss, plan and edit their work. 
In regards to handwriting, writing frames and scaffolds will be provided for pupils who are less confident, in order to develop their handwriting skills.
To broaden pupils’ vocabulary and improve understanding, the following teaching methods will be implemented by classroom teachers:
· Spelling lists and key words to take home and practise. 
· Using displays of key words linked to topics and subjects. 
· Practising using the correct vocabulary orally.
· Dedicating lessons focussed on word patterns and choices. 
· Encouraging the use of dictionaries and thesauruses. 
· Reading a variety of examples of texts to explore new vocabulary. 
· Providing one-to-one support, where necessary.

Classroom teachers will encourage the development of speaking and listening through activities within each English lesson. 
Speaking and listening will be commented on where appropriate in pupils’ books, with positive work/progress rewarded.
Systems such as ‘collaborative group work’ structures are to be used to ensure active participation in group and class discussions.
Pupils will be provided with checklists to self-assess their work and the work of peers, so they can share ideas and evaluate work effectively. 
The classroom teacher, in collaboration with the subject leader, will ensure that every pupils’ needs are met by:
· Setting tasks which can have a variety of responses. 
· Providing resources of differing complexity, according to the ability of the pupils. 
· Utilising TAs to ensure that all pupils are satisfactorily supported. 
[bookmark: _Planning]
Planning 
Planning of the English curriculum is focused on five core areas:
· Teaching pupils to read easily, fluently and with good understanding.
· Developing the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information, which in turn will develop an appreciation for our literary heritage. 
· Pupils will acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 
· Pupils will write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 
· Ensuring pupils feel confident with discussion; pupils should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas, in order to learn. 
The subject leader is responsible for reviewing and updating medium-term plans, and communicating those to teachers. 
Teachers are responsible for reviewing and updating short-term plans, building on the medium-term plans, taking into account pupils’ needs and identifying the methods in which topics could be taught. 
All relevant staff members are briefed on the school’s planning procedures as part of their staff training. 
In the school, English is taught both as a singular lesson and as part of cross-cultural themes where appropriate. 
Teachers will use the key learning content in the DfE’s statutory guidance ‘English programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2’, published in 2013.
Lesson plans will demonstrate a balance of interactive and independent elements used in teaching, ensuring that all pupils engage with their learning. 
There will be a clear focus on direct, instructional teaching and interactive oral work with the whole class and targeted groups.
Long-term planning will be used to outline the units to be taught within each year group. 
Medium-term planning will be used to outline the vocabulary and skills that will be taught in each unit of work, as well as highlight the opportunities for assessment. 
· Medium-term plans will identify learning objectives, main learning activities and differentiation between units of work. 
· Medium-term plans will be shared with the subject leader to ensure there is a progression between years. 
· Short-term planning will be used flexibly to reflect the objectives of the lesson and must demonstrate strong questioning and modelling.
· All English activities are built so that they build upon a pupil’s prior knowledge. All pupils of all abilities are provided with the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and confidence, ensuring progression through increasing class challenges. 
· All lessons will have clear learning objectives, which are shared and reviewed with pupils. 
· [bookmark: _Homework][bookmark: _Assessment_and_reporting]Teachers will plan homework that will take a variety of formats, including reading, writing, speaking, and comprehension tasks, which will ensure positive learning for pupils through different teaching techniques.
[bookmark: _Cross-curricular_links]Cross-curricular links
The English skills that are developed in English lessons are applied to and in every lesson that is conducted in accordance to the national curriculum. English skills make up the basis for all other future skills. 




Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development: 
The teaching of English develops skills through which our children can give critical responses to the moral questions they meet in their work. Their understanding and appreciation of a range of texts brings them into contact with their own literary heritage and texts from other cultures. The organisation of lessons allows children to work together and gives them the chance to discuss their ideas and results. 


Mathematics:
· In regards to mathematics, English skills contribute greatly. EYFS students encounter patterns, spaces and shapes in English lessons. 
· Further on in their development, pupils will learn a new and wider vocabulary which will include mathematic-specialist terms. 
· Children in KS1 come across stories that involve rhymes that include counting and sequencing. 
· Children in KS2 are encouraged to read and interpret problems in order to identify the mathematics involved. They communicate mathematically through the developing use of precise mathematical language. Mastery skills can be acquired by a child’s ability to reason and justify their understanding of mathematical concepts. Every class teacher strives to achieve this by supporting children’s developing explanations.

Science:
Pupils are expected to engage in research during science lessons. English skills are used here for writing a range of reports, and for verbally explaining their findings to the class and to a teacher.

Humanitarian subjects:
Humanitarian subjects include history, geography and religious studies. These subjects require a technical and subject-specific vocabulary. 
Researching is also required for these subjects, meaning that the register in which any work is written often needs to be adapted depending upon the task set. 

Drama:
English skills are fundamental for oral expression. Effective English skills will ensure a pupil feels confident taking part in group tasks and class discussion/performance.

[bookmark: _English_programmes_of]
The impact of our English curriculum
Assessment
Throughout the year, teachers will plan on-going assessment opportunities in order to gauge whether pupils have achieved the key learning objectives. Teachers constantly assess the children’s understanding, correcting misunderstandings. Teachers are responsive and alter planning accordingly to help children embed and use knowledge fluently and develop interconnected understanding rather than memorise isolated facts within a unit.  Formative assessment, which is carried out throughout the year, enables teachers to identify pupils’ understanding of subjects and inform their immediate lesson planning. Summative assessments may also be used at the end of a unit. Teachers will make a judgement about the learning of each pupil in relation to the national curriculum – the outcome of which will be recorded using OTrack (used by school to analyse and act on attainment and progress) and used to inform future planning. 
The progress and development of pupils within the EYFS is assessed against the early learning goals outlined in the ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’. For further information about assessment in EYFS, please visit our Early Years area found via the Learning tab on our school website (www.berkswichceprimary.co.uk). 
Assessment will be undertaken in various forms, including the following:
· Talking to pupils and asking questions
· Discussing pupils’ work with them
· Assessing children’s written outcomes against the learning objectives
· Pupils’ self-evaluation of their work
· Analysis of recordings
· End of unit assessments
Parents will be informed about their child’s attainment in English during the Spring and Summer term every year. This will include information on pupils’ attitudes towards English. Verbal reports can be provided during informal meetings with parents throughout the year. The progress of pupils with SEND will be monitored by the SENCo. 

Equal opportunities
· All pupils will have equal access to the English curriculum. 
· Gender, learning ability, physical ability, ethnicity, linguistic ability and/or cultural circumstances will not impede pupils from accessing English lessons. 
· If English is an additional language (EAL), a TA will be allocated to the pupil to provide extra help where needed. Additionally, outside support can be offered to the pupil. 
· Where it is inappropriate for a pupil to participate in a lesson due to reasons related to any of the factors outlined above, the lesson will be adapted to meet the pupil’s needs and alternative arrangements involving extra support will be provided where necessary.
· Cultural and gender differences are positively reflected in lessons and teaching materials used. 


[bookmark: _The_Role_of]The Role of Parents

We see parents as important partners in the process of developing children’s literacy skills. They have an important influence on children’s language before they come to school and provide valuable support at home in helping children to become readers and writers. Parents offer a useful audience for children in their development as speakers and listeners, readers and writers as the children move through the school (e.g. phonics, reading, SAT’s revision). We therefore encourage parents to play their full part in their children’s education by: 
· Involving parents in the school’s reading programme from the moment their child starts school. 
· Updating the guidance for parents as their children move through school so that they can continue to offer appropriate support. 
· Give parents termly outlines of the curriculum areas in English that each year group will be studying. 
· Welcoming offers of help from parents to assist in school by listening to children read. 

[bookmark: _Equal_opportunities]Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the subject leader. 
The subject leader will monitor teaching and learning in English ensuring that the content of the national curriculum is covered across all phases of pupils’ education. 
[bookmark: _Appendix_1_–_1]Any changes made to this policy will be communicated to all teaching staff. 
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